This Statement and Writing Sample Bank appears as a webpage page on Wilfrid Laurier University’s public facing site. 
Your Language. Your Writing. Your Voice.
Prepared by Christin Wright-Taylor and Elizabeth Clarke

“I speak three languages, write in
Two, dream in one.”
~ Kamala Das, from “An Introduction”
Writing Services believes students have a right to use their own language and voice in academic writing. The staff are committed to developing writing strategies that not only consider the conventions of academic writing but also challenge and dismantle systemic barriers that students may face.
Nearly 50 years ago, the Conference on College Composition and Communication released a statement called, “Students’ Right to Their Own Language” (CCCC, 1974). This statement says students have the right to “Dig And Be Dug,” as Langston Hughes’s (2024) puts it. In other words, students have the right to bring their culture and language to academic writing and for that writing to be understood. 
Writing Services acknowledges that academic writing has historically been Eurocentric, classed, and gendered, and that this has shut out students with diverse backgrounds.  As Geneva Smitherman (1995) writes, “the Unhip among researchers, scholars, and intellectuals ... [argued] that even though the [language] difference of those oppressed by race, class, or gender were cognitively equal to those of the mainstream, they were socially unequal” (21). In other words, racialized English has been stereotyped as “ghetto.” International English is called, “broken.” And working-class English has been branded, “unintelligent.” But these various forms of language and dialects are just as intelligent and capable as mainstream language, and many scholars have shown us the way: 	Comment by Elizabeth Clarke: But these various forms of language – dialect are just as intelligent and capable as mainstream language, and many scholars and writer have shown us the way: 
Suresh Canagarajah (2015) says that “rather than developing mastery in a single ‘target language,’ students should strive for competences in a repertoire of codes and discourses” (284). Paul Kei Matsuda (2006) says that “all [writing] teachers need to reimagine the [writing] classroom as the multilingual space that it is” (649). And Ilona Leki and Joan Carson (1997) say that “experiencing a deep interaction between language, personal interests, needs, and backgrounds” is important for students in terms of linguistic and intellectual growth (64).
This may sound lovely, but institutions and faculty may not know about Smitherman, Canagarajah, Matsuda, Leki and the many bright ideas about language diversity in academic writing. As a result, institutions are behind in including diverse languages and voices, which hinders student expression and intellectual growth (Horner & Trimbur, 2022; Matsuda, 2006; Shor, 1997). 	Comment by Elizabeth Clarke: As a result, institutions are behind in including diverse languages and voices, which hinders student expression and creativity.
What should students do then? First, read the excerpts of writing below that demonstrate all the different ways other scholars and writers have brought their culture and language into academic writing. Second, book an appointment with Writing Services to learn how you can balance meeting the expectations of your writing assignment with integrating your language and culture into your academic voice.
· “Should Writers Use They Own English?” by Vershawn Ashanti Young
· https://doi.org/10.17077/2168-569X.1095
· “Students’ Right to Their Own Language: A Retrospective” by Geneva Smitherman
· https://doi.org/10.2307/820470 
· “Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan
· https://www.oleanschools.org/cms/lib/NY19000263/Centricity/Domain/166/Mother%20Tongue.pdf 
· “Coloring Memories and Imaginations of ‘Home’: Crafting a De/Colonizing Autoethnography” by Kakali Bhatacharya
· https://doi.org/10.1177/1532708617734010
· “aboriginalizing methodology: considering the canoe” by Peter Cole 
· https://doi.org/10.1080/09518390210145516
· “Learning Ojibway” by Richard Wagamese in One Native Life 
· https://ocul-wlu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01OCUL_WLU/14rq5fl/cdi_askewsholts_vlebooks_9781926685762 
· “Black Matters” by Toni Morrison from Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination
· https://ocul-wlu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01OCUL_WLU/1k13fji/alma9929522463505156 
· “My Father Was Told to Talk to the Environment First Before Anything Else: Arctic Environmental Education in the Language of the Land” by Derek Rasmussen and Tommy Akulukjuk
· https://doi.org/10.17613/6a27-gz15
· “Just Don’t Call Us Late for Supper: Names for Indigenous Peoples” by C. Vowel in Indigenous Writes: A Guide to First Nations, Métis, & Inuit Issues in Canada
· https://ocul-wlu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01OCUL_WLU/14rq5fl/cdi_proquest_ebookcentralchapters_4832580_1_1 
· “Colonial Conventions: Institutionalized Research Relationships and Decolonizing Research Ethics” by Madeline Whetung (Nishnaabeg) and Sarah Wakefield in Indigenous and Decolonizing Studies in Education
· https://ocul-wlu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01OCUL_WLU/14rq5fl/cdi_informaworld_taylorfrancisbooks_10_4324_9780429505010_10_version2 
*Special thanks to Alesha Moffat, Teaching, Excellence, and Innovation for contributing key samples of translingual writing.
References
Canagarajah, S. (2015). The Place of World Englishes in Composition. In S. Perryman-Clark, D. E. Kirkland, A. Jackson, & G. Smitherman (Eds.), Students’ right to their own language: A critical sourcebook (pp. 284–285). Bedford / St Martin’s.
CCCC. (1974). Committee on CCC Language: Background Statement. College Composition and Communication, 25(3), 1–18.
Horner, B., & Trimbur, J. (2022). English Only and U.S. College Composition. CCC, 53(4), 594–630.
Hughes, L. (2024). Motto. Poetry Foundation. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/150987/motto
Leki, I., & Carson, J. (1997). “Completely Different Worlds”: EAP and the Writing Experiences of ESL Students in University Courses. TESOL Quarterly, 31(1), 39. https://doi.org/10.2307/3587974
Matsuda, P. K. (2006). The myth of linguistic homogeneity in U.S. college composition. College English, 68(6), 637–651.
Shor, I. (1997). Our Apartheid: Writing Instruction and Inequality. Journal of Basic Writing, 16(1), 91–104.
Smitherman, G. (1995). “Students’ Right to Their Own Language”: A Retrospective. The English Journal, 84(1), 21–27.

